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"REMARKS on the Papers deli 
vered by Sir William Perkins, and Sir 
John Friend, Cc. - 


HE laſt Words of dying Men ought to be as gently Cen. , 
ſuc?d, and as Candidly Interpreted, as may be; and if Von 
there are ſuch hard Paſſages in them, as afford juſt matter Ga 


| of ſevere Reflections; yet even theſe, fall heavieſt on thoſe 
Miſerable Gnides, who, it ſeems, had but too much Credit with theſe 
unfortunare Men, whoſe Education furniſhed them with no great Ad- 
vantages,to Examine the Notions of Goyernment,and whoſe courſe of 
Life gave no extraordinary Indications of a Scrupylous Enquiry, into 
the Lawfulneſs of all their Aftions, But their Guidezs,it ſeems, reſoly*d 
to Pawn their own Souls for them, with Relation ro God, as 

have done their Reputation tothe World, in juſtifying their Aions, 
more particularly their laſt Papers, Sir William Perkins's Paper is 
Natively writ, and there is little Reaſon to doubt, but that it was 
hisown Compoſition. But few who knew Sir Fob Friend, will think 
ſo of his; it has the Air of a Man, that hoped to maintain a Con- 
venticle by it, and tho the Contexture of it is very indifferent, yet 
there ſeems to be little of Sir F<bx himſelf in it, beſides the Hand, 
and the Subſcription. 

Theſe Confeſſors, who by a New Ceremony, would needs give 
them Abſolution ſo publickly,all in a Body, by an Aﬀectation that has 
no Warrant, neither from the Common- Prayer Book, nor the uſua}. 
Practice, and which no Popiſh Prieſt ever yet ventored on; did no 
doubt intend by this great Singularity, to let all the Company ſee, 
hat they beliey'd theſe Gentlemen died in a ſtate of compleat Re. 
peritance, 
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Pentance, They were Condemn*d for Crimes of a very high Nature. 
The one was not only Privy to the deſign of Aſſaſſicating the King, 
but was ſo great an Undertaker in it, that he was far beyond the 
Guilt of a ſingle Aſſaſſinate; He was to have procured Five, who were 
to have Acted in it; he had not only his own Guilt, but all theirs 
likewiſe upon him. This he freely acknowledged uo thoſe Honou. 
rable Perſons who were ſent to Examine him,and he does not deny it 
here, tho he Extenuates it all he can, The otheras well as he, was 

Engaged in a deſign of- bringing over a-Foreign Army ot Papiſts,wh 

beſides the Ancient Enmity that they bear toonr Nation, are the mo 
Violent Perſecutors of that Religivn, of which theſe Gentlemen pre. 
tended-to be, of any now in the World. ' They have been allo form- 
ed, as bya Diſcipline, to a Degree of Cruelty and Barbarity; even, 
where their own Religion is profeſſed, that was not known to for. 
mer Ages, Neither the Paying Contributions, rioc the taking Pro- 
tetions, can ſave Countreys, which they think it is their Intereſt to 
Deſtroy, orto Execute, a new Ternvinvented jn their late Wars, to 
which their frequently repeated Practices, 'have- given-a- very deter. 
mined:Signifcation, The'bringin}'&ver ſuch an Army to deſtroy or 
Gennes us, gave this-poor:miſled Gentleman, no ſort of trouble ao! 
nnea(ineſsin his Conſcience, 1 He 'Triumphs in it; +he calls it The Cas” 
of God, and of True Religion. - His'Miniſters perſwaded him, that i. 
was ſo; they gave him Abſalution-npon it,+or rather for jt; for one 
of them. told Sir Filliam Perkins, to deliver his Paper, when all was 
over. This th6 Addreſſed to him, was no-doubt directed to both. 
They: would- have-the Papers to be-delivered-asthe laſt AZ of their 
Lives, that-ſo it might appear upon what Foundation:all theit Pray. 
ers run, and upon what the Abſolution was given, ii fo Publick and 
fo pompous a manner, - * | = | Po 4ict Al 
A Man that is Condemn'd may be conſidered, either as being In- 
nocent of the Fac, or if Guilty, as having truly repented: of it; 
or though he is Guilty. of the Fad, yet as having done well in ir, 
io that what Sins-ſoever beſides he may have upon him; he has no. 
thing to anſwer for, or to repent of, with relation to that for which 
he' is .Condemaed; The firſt of theſe does. not belong'td this caſe. 
The Gentlemen confeſs the Fact in theſe' Papers, as well as they 
did-it to the Honourable Perſons who Examined'ther. It cannot 
be ſaid, that they Repented of theſe Crimes. A fincere Confeflion, 
a Hearty Sorrow, and an Amendment as far as'is poſſible, make 
Repentance compleat. Here. was no Confeſſion, even the Blackeſt 
Parr. 
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part is extequated ; no Diſcovery is made of the Deſign they were 
in,. or of their way of conducting it: No ſort of Surcow. is ex- 
preſſed for any part of their. Guile ; nor is there any Reparation 
offered, nor any thing towards the ſecuring thatLife which one ct chem 
had Conſpired againſt.'Not ſo much as. the flight Complement of ask- 
ing Pardon, which: is the loweſt Degree of Reparatiog polible. 
Five Aſſaſſinates are left undiſcovered ( by him at leaſt ) to carry 
on the Deſign, Here then there is not any one A& or Branch of 
Repentance,.-much leſs all together. It remains therefore, that. theſe 
Miniſters thought that no Fault was done, no Crime was Committed, 
and they reſolved by ſo publick an Abſolution to declare to the 
Nation, that they thonght the 4ſſaſinating the King ( for the -Con- 
ſpicing-to do-it is the ſame thing in the Sight of God) is aft 
Unblameable Action, for which a Man is-obliged ro no Repentance. 
eſuits are out.done by thele Men. They may teach their Dil- 

cipkes the Arts of Equiyocating, or of down-right deaying the Facts 
for which they may be Condemned ; but they have not yet ventured” 
ſo far as to own the Blackeſt Crimes without ſo much as a Diſtin- 
Ction to excuſe them... Garver himſelf could not bear the Flattery of 
being .call'd a Martyr. when he- went to his Execution, for the Gun. 
-powder-Treaſon, but with a heavy Countenance ſaid to thoſe who 
cald hign-{o, that he had never heard that a Parricide ( he ſpoke it in 
Latin). was a Martyr. Theſe Miniſters kave gone much further. 
They Encourage the Party to go on with the Ailaſſination, by their 
Intimatiog 1n io folemn a- manner, that they think ir is ( at leaſt ) 
no action to be repented of, and have aſſuced them by this Aion of 
thelrs,. that they Al Abſolve them without their Repencing of- ic, 

Sir Wiliam Perkins lays, He will aot Complain of. the Hardſvips of 
bis Tryal, nor of other Rigours put #pon him. This Infiquates, that he 
thought he had. Cauſe given him to make ſuch Complaints. The 
Feyals that ace already publiſted, carry in all the ſteps of them, a 
fairneſs that- former times was not acquainted with : Jn theſe the 
Judges maintain a Character, that has been always pretended to, but. 
that never ſhewed it ſelf more eminently than of Jate years; but 
when 11] Characters were to be given of the Juitice of. the Nation, a- 
general Expreſſion might be beter ventured on, than the Particulars 
themſelves. This comes after a Profeſſion that be ras in full diſpoſi- 
tion to Charity, but is no great [nſtance of it. 

The longeſt Article of his Paper is, with Relation to the /.x:5 
K. James's Commiſſion. In this he does not at all conrmadict the YWirt- 


(s) 
: rels, 'for XIr. Porter ſwears that he (aid to him-ebat be ſaw and reed 
N {ob a Commiſſion, he does-not contradict that; he docs not tay, thax 
1 2%; he faid no ich thiag :© him, therefore the Credit of the Wicneſs 
| he% js not touched by wvat he ſays. : 
8 of This ſeeming ContradiQion lies only againft what he himſelf once 
| ** Caig, and not againſt thac which the Witneſs depoſed, He does not 
[ deny that he gave it out for a Commiſſion to make War on the Per. 
{.n of the P. of Orange. It is very probable he faid the tame thing 
ns To others,more particular to the Five whom he was to furniſh , that 
1 | he had (ſaid to Mr, Porter ; for he had ſaid the ſame to Mr, Charnock, 
ar He trys how far he can go to repair this ; he denies the Expreſſion 
. thy of making War upon the King's Perſon ; But he owns a General Com- 
i} elf miſſioa to all che Late King's Subjefts to Levy War. ' Sir William 


| _ Perkins, who was of the Law, could not but know the difference 
pl between a Commiſſion and a Proclam3'ion, The one is indeed general 
| ft to all Subje{s, but the other is Special, appropriated to particular: 


Perions, and to the Bedies in which they are to Command. This 
could not be a Commillion of that kind; He and Sir Fobn Friexd 
both had Special Commiſſions, ſo they could not but be acquainted 
A with the Stile of them, Burt why was this writ all with the Late 
/J , King's own Hand? It was Sworn againſt him that he had ſaid it was 
» * 4a, and was acknowledged by him to Dr. Wiliams, (that at leaſt) 
Y he believed it was his hand, which he had ſeen fo oft, that be had 
| icaſon to know it. A Prince needs not give himſelf fo much trouble 
4 for an ordinary Commiſſion of Levying Men, or making a fair War. 

| Therefore ſuppoſing all that he ſays to be true here wasa Commiſſion 

ot a very extraordinary Nature, and it was glvenout and underſtood 
among them, as a Commiſſion, Warranting the Attacking the ?rince 
of Oranre and his Guards : He himſelf put chis Cenſtruttion upon it, 


C; and made others underſtand it ſo. If this was a Fraud of his, it was 
S a very black one, and ought to have been Confeſſed and Repented of; 
tl bat it ſeems, his Conteſlors chought the Merit of the Aion it ſelf 


might Excute all ſach Artifices. | 
He owns that he was Privy to the Deſign, a very Extenuating 

B. expretlion for one that had fuch a ſhare in dire&ing the whole, 
and was to furniſh five Perſons to execute it. The Words are very 

foft and gentle to himſelf, he ſeems to excuſe it, becauſe he was not 

L to have Atcd in ir. David, a true Penitent, prays, Delrver me from 
Bleod-guiltineſs, tho? he ated no part in the killing Ur;ah, but he 

gave toſs Orders that procured it; and theretore he entitles himſelf 
principally 


$73 : 
rincipally to the Cry of that Blood. But theſe gun" 
FkCans: put a Man fo hard to ic, who proved :* + - ia; S444 
oY. He lays, he was fully ſatisfied, that few or Wore i 2» of at, bu*® 
thoſe [who undertook to do #2, He is here as careful of his Fri:.ds as 
he could be; yet the few or none imports that to his knowiedg? fome 
ethers might be Privy to it, as well as he was. 

After this, ſome word or other, intimacing his Repentance, might 
have been well expected}; but inſtead of that an imp'ied Juſtification 
of it follows. He thinks it for bus Honour to ſay that be was entirely in 
the Intereſt of the King, and that be was always firmly perſwaded of the 
Fuſtice of his cauſe, If it was fo, he ought at leaſt to have 
repented of his taking the Ozths to the Preſent Government, for ſa- #42 . 
ving the Office he had in Chancery. Either that” was. down-1ight 
ſwearing againſt his Conſcience, or he had a diftinion in the naat- 
ter, of which his Confeſſorsapproved, for his fwearing to one Prince, . ,,,, 
when he was entirely in the Intereſt of another. This alone proves the 
neceſlity of demanding a further ſecurity, ſince even a dying Man, Loh 

Ve 


wes 


together with his 3 Abſolvers, choughe that. theſes -cwo were not In- 
conliſtent. 

The Argument wich relation.to the late - King and the preſenc- 
Governmern, is too large to be entred upon in a Paper of: this-Na- 
ture. The Aſſaſſination and the bringing in of:a Foreign Army, 
are Crimes charged'on theſe Perſons. Theſe things are here.cichec 
openly, or by. infinuation, juſtified by. the Perſons themſelves, and 
very unuſually by. three of. thzic Miniſters, who wichout any unrea- 
{onable Jealouſie,. may be well concluded” to have ated : upon-this 
occaſion, by Concert-with ſome of the chief.men of the Party in oc -- 
aboutthe "Town. 

He concludes wich the Profeflion of. his Religion... No Communi- 
en, that I know, of Chriſtians was ever yet in the World, that juſtified 
Aſlaflinations. Even the Council of Conſtance condemned- them ; 
when done without a previous Proſcription.. (Nan expcQata ſententis 
Fudics cujuscunque.) It is a corruption peculiar to our. Times, and to - 
that Party, to- Graft the Doctrine of Aſainations upon the Criſtian : 
Religion. God preſerve all Men-from either Living. or Dying in , 
ſuch a Communion, He ends asking. pardor--in- a . very limited ex- 

reflion, Whoever I may ,any way have injured, [ heartily ask their Pardon. 
t ſeems he thought a deſign to murder the King and procuring, . 
Men to Ad in it, was not an Injury, for which Pardon. was to: be - 
asked in a more humble and explicite manner: . 


_ 
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© is ne2dlefs to examine all the Particulars in Sir Fobn Friend"s 
Speech : Great Joy, and much Confidence ſhew how far his Mini- 
ſters cou'd work him up to be fatisfied with the Deſign of bringing 
inan Army of Foreigners, to deſtroy both the Religion that he 
profeſied, and his Native Country. This proves nothing but the 
Power of Pe:tuaſion, and the Credit that thoſe wretched Men had 
with him. Such a Scene of Horror as 'a French Army muſt have 


:nem in no ſteady but I am fure-the. Circumſtances of this Execu- 


tion let us all ſee in'what Danger we are, when we have among us 
tuch a deſperate Crew, who have ated ſuch a Part as thefe Abſol- 


vers have done, in ſo impudent manner. MALT 
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